xxx                         Introduction

The specialists say that the conditions which these
men met were exceptional; nine times out of ten
the party would have come through. This will be
proved some day and I should like to put it on
record that I believe the conditions which obtained
would be met in the same region almost every
year : for the sastrugi and snow surfaces show that
this is probably a comparatively windless area,
Shackleton got in just, and only just, in time.

This is one of the great tragedies. When men
who are truly great get into these messes they think
more and more of others, and less and less of them-
selves. One wonders what Napoleon would have
done under similar circumstances. What these men
did and what they wrote inspired the world. There
was no trace of selfishness, no regret for themselves,
no blame of others. There was, it shines through
all we know and read, all human help for their
companions, and thought for those who would be
left.

And of the three who died together in that tent
Scott and Bill were complementary one of the other,
and the chance which brought them together meant
more than anyone could have foreseen. Their
partnership organized the discovery of the last con-
tinent ; for when they came to it men had wintered
in the Antarctic, but never travelled beyond its
fringe. Truth to tell, they knew little about it and
their first sledging was all wrong; as the Ice-
Quartermaster said of another expedition, c There
they goes ; they knows nothing, and fears nothing/
Yet within some fourteen years it was possible to
carry out journeys of some two thousand miles, and
for this Scott was mainly responsible and Wilson